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Michigan Youth Opportunities Initiative/Seita Luncheon
John M. Dunn
Feb. 12, 2010
• Thank you, Jamie for that introduction. Good afternoon and welcome to Western
Michigan University. I want to acknowledge our special guests from the Michigan
Department of Human Services--Kate Hanley and Paula Young. And, of course, it is
always my pleasure to welcome our alumnus John Seita back to campus.
• And I want to recognize our Seita Scholars who are with us this afternoon. (ask
them to stand) They are representing 73 students in our program, and we are proud
of each of them and the success they are achieving. You'll be hearing more from
them in a few moments, but please take a moment to acknowledge their willingness
to be here today to share their stories and experiences and allow us the opportunity
to learn from them.
• You know, it's been nearly years since three key members of our campus
community--Penny Bundy, Mark Delorey and Yvonne Unrau--met John Seita and
brainstormed their way into an idea that literally captured the hearts of our campus
community as well as those we have shared it with around the country.
• It's a simple idea really. We decided Western Michigan University could become
the support system for a group of students who did not have one. We would develop
an academic home and haven and a campus network for students who had aged out
of foster care and who had the desire to attend and succeed in college. We could
start to level the playing field for them.
• The Department of Human Services embraced the idea and has lent its support
since the idea of the Seita Scholars initiative first was conceived. There is a
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wonderful sense of synergy that is illustrated by this new expansion of our
partnership with DHS that we're announcing today. The addition of the Michigan
Youth Opportunities Initiative to the resources serving our Seita Scholars will help
us better serve our students and will bring even more community involvement.
• I'm going to turn the microphone back over to Jamie, so she can tell you more
about our guest Kate Hanley, who will describe the DHS commitment to foster youth
and the new resources that will be offered here in Kalamazoo County.
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